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"NAWADIRU L- HAARITH"

THE ANACDOTE OF HAARITH

Jokes are cracked not only to amuse people and make
them laugh, but also have psychological and mental
benefits to human beings. As a literary genre, jokes occupy
a very significance place in Arabic literature from pre-
Islamic era till the present time. During the Abbasid era (

750-1258), the Caliphs enjoyed the services of jesters
who were fond of patronizing their courtyards to amuse
them. They placed premium on this so much that joke —
cracking became part and parcel of the palace activities.

During the Abbasid era also, several books were
written on jokes by various Arab scholars of that period. On
top of the list was the famous scholar, Al-Jahiz, author of
Kitab al-Hayawan. Other were Al-Khatibal-Baghdadi (al-
Tatfil) Al-Husari al — Qairawani (Jam’a al-Jawami’), Al-
tha’alibi (yatimat al-Dahr), Al-Ashbihi (Al-Mustatrif) just
to mention but a few.

Though Arabic language and literature are as old as
Islam in Nigeria it suffered some setbacks after an era of
fluorescence. This was due largely to the British
colonization of the country. However, in the last 40 years or
so, literary works produced by Arabic scholars in Nigeria
have improved both in quantity and quality. This has gone
far to confirm that Arabic literature in Nigeria is really
passing through a transformation stage. The present work
entitled “Nawaadiru 1- Harith” by Dr. AbdulRafiu
AbdulRaheem Asalejo is an alteration to the above fact.

The book consists of 48 pieces of jokes sourced from
various sources (Television, Radio, and Social Media) and



beautifully constructed in lucid and free-flowing Arabic
Language.

Through the jokes are jaw-breaking, they depict
vividly the societal vices of the Nigerian society. The
graphic illustrations and caricatures therein add humour
and glamour to the work.

Perhaps the most aspiring thing about this work is that,
though it Is written in Arabic, the author has succeeded in
domesticating the jokes rather than coloring them with the
Arab culture and tradition. The writer thus becomes a
pioneer author of Nigeria jokes in Arabic in Nigeria
language and one of trail blazers in the field of Arabic in
Nigeria joining the likes of Prof. Isaac Ogunbiyi who was
the first Nigerian Arabist to compile indigenous animal
fables in Arabic.

| testify that the present work is original, outstanding
and unprecedented in the field of Arabic in Nigeria. | salute
the intellectual prowess of the author and congratulate him
on this great achievement.

Moshood M, Jimba, PhD.

Professor of Arabic,

Kwara State University, Malete, Ilorin,
Kw/St.



